ACTION FOE SOCIAL WELFAEE

silk across the sea; still others had been en-
gaged in building the ship, in mining the ore,
manufacturing the steel, cutting the timbers
from which the ships were built; the people in
Japan and China had been engaged on the
plantations in producing the silk; hundreds in
other groups in transporting it to the ships.
Back of all these come the thousands that had
worked at producing clothing and food and
shelter and supplies of all kinds for all these
workers engaged in all these lines. One
might go on almost indefinitely tracing out the
labor connected with the production of almost
any single article which satisfies any human
desire. Almost anything, however small, in-
volves the work of many different people;
thousands, many thousands have been at work
in order that any one of us may have some
little luxury that we desire. Most astonish-
ing it seems when one realizes how many
thousands of people are at work in order that
one little article may be furnished; and es-
pecially how, with all this complexity, every-
thing is done in order; there is no confusion;
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